Petition of members of the Chickasaw Nation of Indians, residing in the Choctaw district, praying for an equitable division of the school-funds belonging to said Indians. by unknown
University of Oklahoma College of Law 
University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons 
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 
2-8-1877 
Petition of members of the Chickasaw Nation of Indians, residing 
in the Choctaw district, praying for an equitable division of the 
school-funds belonging to said Indians. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset 
 Part of the Indian and Aboriginal Law Commons 
Recommended Citation 
S. Misc. Doc. No. 42, 44th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1877) 
This Senate Miscellaneous Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma 
College of Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native 
Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma 
College of Law Digital Commons. For more information, please contact darinfox@ou.edu. 








THE CHICKASAW NATION OF INDIANS, 
RESIDING IN 
The Choctaw district, pra,ying for an equitable division of the schooljunds , 
belonging to said Indians. · · 
FEBRUARY 8, 1877.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 
To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
· in Congress a,ssembled: 
We, the undersigned Chickasaws, now living and residing in the 
Choctaw disr;rict, respectfully show that we are living in the Choctaw 
distriet, and have lived here since w~ emigrated from the East. We 
number about 2,000 o.r more, and have great many children growing up 
in ignorance, as the Chickasaw authorities in the Ohickasaw district 
refuse to let our children have any interest in the school-funds. ~l.'heir 
reasons for not allowing us any participation in the school-funds is that 
we are living outside of the Ohickasaw district; we have ~sked the 
authorities of the Chickasaw district repeatedly for our pro-rata share 
of the school-funds, as we have an equal interest in it, but have been 
refused. VVe were informed lately that we must mov.e into the Chicka-
saw district before we would be allowed any benefit of the school-
funds. 
We have been living here since our removal to this country, and have 
made improvements, and have become identified with the Choctaw . 
people, and our common interest being one and the same. Under the 
treaty of June 22, 1855, article 5, we have the same rights and privi-
leges with the Choctaw tribe of people, and our interest in the land is 
the same, but not in financial matters. 
Under said article of said treaty of 1855 the country now occupied by 
the Ohoctaw and Chickasaw tribes is common to both tribes, and 
either has a right to live in any of the two districts with equal privileges. 
With this understanding, we have lived here, but neither tribe can par-
ticipate in the money matters of the other tribe, though the Choctaws 
have allowed us to send our children to school. Their funds being in-
adequate, they have requested us to apply to the Chickasaw authorities 
for help, for which we have made application. They have refused to 
assisf us unless we morn to the Chickasaw district. 
We have as much right to the funds as any other Chickasaw, as it is 
Chickasaw funds; and now we want our proportion of the school-funds 
of the Chickasaws for the purpose of educating our children. 
We would further say that in common conversation with the leading 
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men:of the Chicka aws lfring in other parts of tbe Choctaw district, 
they ay that we are entitled. to it and should have it, and they are with 
u in opinion, re. 













Mc.A.LESTER, CIIICKASAW NATION, 
February 1, 1877. 
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